SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE OF THE ™ITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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JUNE 16, 1988 

A FLASH REPORT ON THE 22ND ANNUAL MEETING 

Nearly two hundred lay and clergy delegates fro, ^St^^TST" 
of the Southeast Conference gathered m the beaut iful *f £ingo± £he 
University o± The South campus at Sewanee. Tennessee, to be ON HOLY 
ROUND with each other and with God to do some serious work lor this 
,HUUNU wxtn together were inspirational and filled 

± or "od through this Conference of churches end this denotation. It 

was awesome. 

HERE ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS! 

1 The delegates elected The Rev. Mr. Roger D. Knight as «*- 

'■ fourth Conference Minister of the Southeast Conference Rev. 

document broadens the representation on the various 
organizations of the conference, end sets up new ways for 
pianmnq to take piece and decision, to be made. The new 
pia ' y t . , __ <-*.-, o^r ftC t with new elections at the 
Constitution will go into ettect waui " 

2drd Annual Meeting of Conference in 1989, 

•■'ass's sis-- •r.sstt's." rr^SrSr 

1S88 The total figure is: 9250,070. Before voting on this 
lesion possibilities encompassed in this budget. wE URGE lib 



SUPPORT BY EVERY CHURCH! 

I. New officers of the Conference and new Board Members were 
elected as follows: 

Moderator. Barbara Everett, 1st U.CC, Belvidere, Tenn. 
Vice Moderator. Roy T. Bain. United. LaGrange, Ga. 
Secretary. Francis Bryant. Carroll Heights. Atlanta. Ga. 
Treasurer. Linda Sherrell. Pilgrim U.C.C., Chattanooga. Tenn 
Mem.-at-Large, James Fields, Pi lgrim Congregational , Charleston, SC 
Co-ord. Church and Ministry, Wayde Washburn. Jones Chapel. 

Woodbury, Ga . 
Co-ord. Outreach Comm . , Trudy Braun. Ch . Good Shepherd, 

Crossville, Tenn. 
Co-ord. Comm. on Women. Mary Brueggemann, Central, Atlanta 
Co-ord. Christian Edu . , Herbert Young , Langdale CC , Valley, AL 
Finance Com. Chair. Dan Rosemergy. Brookmeade. Nashville 
Personnel Com. Chair. James L. Myers, 1st CC, Birmingham 

5 Members of the Conference Staff and Conference organizations 

reported on the stewardship of their time and efforts through- 
out the conference during the past year. It was noted that 
much more could be done in the way of providing leadership to 
the churches and programs to benefit their local ministries. 
if there were sufficient dollars to support such efforts. 

6. The delegates passed one resolution calling for the Southeast 
Conference to declare itself a "Just Peace Conference," 
whereby we pray and work hard for peace throughout the world. 
This resolution was submitted by the members of the Pleasant 
Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill, Tenn. Members of the 
drafting committee of this congregation have expressed an 
interest and willingness to meet with congregations and 
Associations as this concern is discussed and the resolution 
is implemented. God calls us to a peaceful world. We have a 
responsibility for making it so. A copy of the resolution 
will be included in the minutes of the Annual Meeting which 
will be mailed to every church in the near future. 

7. We called out "two of our own" and commissioned them for 
service to the Reformed Church of France where they will be 
fraternal partners with that communion and the United Church 
Board For World Ministries. The Rev. Joyce Myers Brown and 
the Rev. Edward Brown will soon be leaving the shores of 
America for Arras, France where they will spend a year as 
ministers to congregations in the Mining Basin of Northern 
France. 

8. The Spiritual Life Task Group of the Conference introduced 
three youth, two lay men. and five lay women as persons 
nominated by their respective congregations for special 
recognition as outstanding persons in the mission of the local 
church. From among these, the following were chosen to 
receive awards of honor for their work: 

YOUNG PERSONS 



S/Ss, 25SS& CONg!" CHRISTIAN 

or. ^.hh^MRCH OF GOOD SHEPHERD, CROSSVILLE 
^• M R A srD D A v?s: U E^ UR lST°CONORE GA TION A L, BIRMINGHAM 

LAYWOMEN 
S3'. ffiSJ'SU. f S T A COH G RE^ON A U SAVANNAH. GA 

They are: 

Rev. Carl R. Dille 
Rev. R- F- Ensminger 
Rev. Joe A. French 
Rev. Ralph L. Krout 

aiven "to congregations whose 
i0 . Certificates of ^^^^the CHURCH BUILDERS CLUB during 
members made ^^^ to six congregations 
the past year. Plaques were p patng in this program. 
which had 100* of the » em *"** P *f ^ aa f one share in the 
That is, each member P«* C JV** £ ^ S5.00 per share. Those 
CHURCH BUILDERS CLUB, at the rate of sd.u 
receiving plaques were: 

Trinity U.C.C., Jonesboro > *•• ld Giade , Tenn. 

Fairfield Glade Community Church, Fair±ie 

The United Church, Huntaville, Ala. 

First U.C.C., Belvidere, Tenn. 

tirst u. 4.4««-i rhristian, Roanoke, Ala. 

First Congregational cnriatiau, 

Columbus United, Columbus, Ga. 

onu „„-- overwhelmed when they were 
11. Horace and Louise S^ 1 * "*** °??* n for work as Interim 

presented a letter of •PP?~ i £*£ t .*o Engiand so they can 
Conference Minister, and ^ t ^;*. rred ni m to London while 

visit their son who *V°^rLu^east It was a very moving 
the Sills' have been in the Southeast. 

experience. 

Kaont ^ u i "Holy Ground" experience. 
12 . The closing -» hl ^ t t f^ U ne „ Conference Minister 

. :.K£2! ^^HU^U TO CELEBRATE THE H0,V 
GROUND OF OUR MISSION.: 

THE CONFERENCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Immediat ei y ^iow^ JSp-!^^^o»r^ ir^r 



n*" the financial picture which had been prepared by the Interim 

Task Group." 

The Southeast Conference needs the support of every congregation 

new dollars can be found. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HELPS 

r-hurches should retain the following telephone number udttM it 
u hen 2S2Sg Church School Literature ^ ^^^ -.y^T Th. 
about the new literature Bi|£lP_L^ttIP Wjlffl™ —^ a consultant uh o 

TAi K witrvourorLf orluestlons Customer serv lc e personnel may 
be reached by asking for extension, 391 or 39^ or 393. 

OAK GROVE COUNTRY FAIR SCHOLARSHIP 

The Oak Grove Country Fair, an auxiliary of the °£ £ov. Unl ted 
Congregational Christian Church. ^^—^^ f 1^0^ **■ 

establishing this scholarship for deserving p worthwhiie investment 
career and become more useful citizens. No more wortn 
could be made by community -minded citizens than in t * V 

people of the Oak Grove Community who «*£«*£ «^'« "nursing, 
service to humankind by entering the ""^^'^ 0ak Grove Country 
UaGra rn\hli 1 robli a endea:or!" tU Or: i Frederlck 1 M llls is pastor of Oak 



Grove United. Congratulations! 



IN THE ECUMENICAL SPIRIT 

We extend congratulations to the Rev. L. Floyd Carmack, pastor of 
Trinity United Church, Jonesboro, Ga., on being elected President of 
the Georgia Christian Council. Rev. Carmack became the highest ranking 
officer of this state wide ecumenical agency during the recent annual 
meeting of the organization in Atlanta. The Georgia Christian Council 
la very diverse theologically, but its members are "bonded together by 
a single mission. . .Ecumenism in Georgia." 

AND JUST A LITTLE HUMOR 

Just before she started her sabbatical and the beginning of her 
mission in France, The Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown presented the office 
staff with a cartoon entitled, "The Lite Church." It is worth sharing 
with everyone. It depicts a church with a large outdoor sign with the 
words: "The Lite Church: 24* fewer commitments, home of the 7.5* 
tithe, 15 minute sermons, 45 minute worship services. We have only 8 
Commandments - your choice. We use ]ust 3 spiritual laws. Everything 
you wanted in a church., and less." Know any churches like that? 

THE WORLD FAMOUS SOUTHEAST NEWS - UPDATE 

Evervone remembers the World Famous Southeast News for which we 
were in dire need of an editor. Well, WE NOW HAVE AN EDITOR WHO TOOK 
THE JOB EVEN THOUGH WE DON'T PAY ANYTHING FOR IT. He is the Rev. Mr. 
Mark Cole, pastor of Pilgrimage U.C.C., Marietta. We hope to begin 
publication of this important communications paper very soon. We have 
not been able to do that before because we had to get some duplicating 
machinery fixed so we could produce it. That machinery is in working 
order now and we hope to get a new issue out next month. This New 
News Letter, #d will have to suffice until then. 

AND NOW A FAREWELL 

Horace S. Suls, interim Coherence Hini*ter of the Southeast 
Conference since January 20, 1988, ia prepe*4*g to bring this ministry 
to a close. He and Louise will leave the Southeast Conference during 
the third week in July to return to their ho*© in Harrisburg, Pa. 
Horace reports that the months spent in the Southeast Conference have 
been very rewarding to them personally ea aany new friends have been 
made and many old friendships have been reestablished. 

Most of the tasks assigned to Horace by the Board of Directors 
have been accomplished or are well on the way to accomplishment. He 
believes the future mission of this Conference ia very important to the 
entire church. Although there are some concerns about financing that 
mission, it is believed the churches wiU »e*t this need, and more, as 
vou move forward under the leadership of th« Rev. Mr. Roger Knight. 
Sills stated, "Louise and I will alwaye reaOHber the strong support 
qiven to us during this interim minietry. We will keep the needs of 
the churches of the Southeast Conference in Our prayers to God, and we 
will ask special blessings to be showered upon your leadership. If 
every church recognizes it's relationahip to the Conference, accepts 
it's share of the mission, understanda it's covenant as comeing ±rom 



Almighty God Himself, the work will get done and thousands will be 
brought closer to our Lord because of it. May bod be with ail o± you. 

The Rev. Mr. Knight expects to begin his new work in early 
seoteloer . The board oi Directors has named the Rev. Mr. Warren 
Bla„L,,horn. Associate Conference Minister, as ftc^ Coni.ex_e.nce 
Minister durinq the tine o± Sills' leaving and Knight a arrival, 
pleesi refer any questions about the Conference mission or program to 
Warren alter July ^u.. 



""-*... 



